ENGLISH INTRODUCTION 
ALPHABET 
(a) Vowels 

There are eight Muyuw vowels. These are listed 
below in phonetic symbols with a list of words which 
have a similar vowel sound in Australian English. 
In the third column are listed the letters which are 
used to represent these sounds in Muyuw. 

i beat i 

e bet ei 

e bear e 

A but a 

a barter a 

o bought o 

boat ou 

u boot u 

Of the a and a vowels, a never occurs in a closed 
syllable at the end of a word. In this position the 
vowel is always a, but because the sound is constant 
we do not put a bar under it. So it is written a 
in this position, and represents a. This dictionary 
was alphabetised by a computer whTch read a as aa, so 
a precedes a except when a is word-final. 

It is essential to stress the right vowel in a word. 
For instance 

tuwan "his older brother" 
tuwan "his older brothers" 
im6m "he drank it" (transitive) 
imoum "he is drinking" (intransitive) 

Stress is indicated in this dictionary, but we do 
not write it in Muyuw books. 
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People from outside of Muyuw call the language 
Murua. In one old book it is spelt Muyua. The 
phonetic pronunciation is mdyuw, and it should be 
spelt Mouyuw, but we spell it Muyuw. Another 
spelling which is used is Muyuwa. Words rarely 
have final vowels in normal speech, but they may 
be added for emphasis. Unstressed vowels are 
frequently dropped, especially from long words. 
If the prefixes i- and la- are added to the word 
"badtibad, it becomes iibdubad. The word for "all 
of us" in Kilivila language is yakidasi, but in 
Muyuw it is yakids. 

Unstressed vowels in the early syllables of 
long words may be dropped completely or partially. 
A partially dropped vowel has an indeterminate 
sound which is hard to identify. Different 
speakers vary in the way in which they pronounce 
these words, some dropping the vowel completely, 
some pronouncing it fairly clearly, and others 
using an unclear indeterminate sound. It is 
difficult to decide how to spell such words in 
the dictionary. Distinctions which are difficult 
to decide when a vowel is unstressed are between a, 
1, and u; aw and ou; ay and ei; wa and o; a and e. 
It is also difficult to distinguish a from a when it 
is followed by y or w. 

(b) Consonants 

These are b, bv, d, g, gw, k, kv, 1, m, uw, p, 
pw, s, t, V, w and y. Europeans find it difficult 
to hear the labialisation in the bw, pv, gw, kw and 
nw series, and it is left out of many names on the 
map. 

e.g. Mwadaw is spelt Madau, 
Mapwas is spelt Mapas, 
Dikwayas is spelt Dikoias. 



Lithgow, Daphne and David. 1974. MuyTiw Language. 
Dictionaries of Papua New Guinea Vol. 1 . Ukarumpa: 
Summer Institute of Linguistics. 



